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The Africa Finance & Investment Forum (AFIF), an annual business platform initiated in the
framework of EMRC international activities, aims at strengthening Africa’s private sector. AFIF
aims at encouraging entrepreneurship and attracting investment to the Continent. Initiated over
a dozen years ago in Brussels, AFIF has travelled around Europe: Cologne, Amsterdam, Utrecht,
Geneva, Lisbon and Paris. In view of the growing role that Africa can and should play within the
world economy, EMRC will bring the annual finance & investment event to Africa’s financial hub,
South Africa. AFIF 2015 will take place in Cape Town, South Africa between the 24 and 26
November 2015 and will be preceded by a one day Training / Workshop on Entrepreneurship.
This year edition will be organized in collaboration with EIB – European Investment Bank. Other
groups are currently being invited to take part in this year’s edition.
In 2015, and for the first time at an EMRC platform there will be a dedicated Session to one of the
sectors with more potential for growth in Africa: the health sector. EMRC will work in
collaboration with BlueCloud Healthcare for the organization of the Session.
HEALTH Session organized in collaboration with:

PAST EDITIONS: AFIF 2014
AFIF 2014 took place in Cologne, Germany, hosted by DEG (German Development Finance
Institution). Officially inaugurated by Prof. Monty Jones, EMRC President, speakers included
Bruno Wenn, CEO of DEG and Thomas Silberhorn, State Secretary, German Ministry of Economic
Cooperation & Development. It was organised in collaboration with EIB and other financing
groups and attracted over 200 financiers and entrepreneurs from across Africa and beyond. Over
700 pre-organised B2B meetings took place, leveraging opportunities and creating partnerships
with a real impact for thousands of people. The Forum also provided a platform for the EMRC
Project Incubator Award, offering US$15,000 cash to the winner whose project (based in Africa)
promotes private sector growth through innovation and employment.
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AFIF 2014 Partner Organizations
Initiated by:

Hosted by:

Partner organizations:

Knowledge partners:

About AFIF
AFIF gathers decision makers from industry and services: policy makers, financiers, entrepreneurs,
multinationals, and investors that see Africa as a continent of opportunity. AFIF is a combination
of interactive sessions, pre-organized B2B and networking activities. EMRC offers to its partner
the possibility to co-design the programme, in addition to an international and Africa centric
captive audience and full visibility and strong promotion before, during and after the event.

Participants:
350 delegates are expected to attend the 2015 edition, taking place in Africa for the first time.
PARTICIPANT PROFILE:
A.

Entrepreneurs / Project Owners/ SMEs
Managing ongoing projects and / or plan to consolidate, diversify or expand their
activities;
Successful at the local level and looking for intra-continental opportunities and access to
int’l markets;
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Looking for financial / technical support for their activities;
Wanting to learn how to access existing sources of funding;
Wishing to share their experience / expertise with others.
NOTE: SMEs at AFIF2015 - While the appropriate definition of the sector depends on the
local banking context, the frequently used classification, which is the one proposed for
the AFIF Forum is as follows:
Firm Size
Small
Medium

Employees
<50
<300

Assets
<$3 million
<$15 million

Annual Sales
<$3 million
<$15 million

B.

Commercial banks, MFIs, Guarantee Funds, Equity Funds and similar
African financial institutions that have strategic links with IFIs/DFIs and with local
enterprises; special attention will be given to the “Missing Middle” often left out of the
traditional commercial banking.
Examples of past attendees: Equity Bank, PTA Bank, Ecobank, Bank of Industry (Nigeria),
Centenary Bank (Uganda), Banco Sol (Angola), Mupeci, Mecreco, Africinvest …..

C.

International Institutions / Development Financial Institutions / Foundations
Organisations that invest in and offer technical assistance & capacity building to:
Local financial institutions
Entrepreneurs
Examples of past attendees: EIB, IFC, AfDB, DEG, FMO, ICD, Norfund, Proparco, BIO, USAID,
IFAD….

OTHER KEY PARTICIPANTS:
Multinationals, Consultancies
Research institutes, Universities
Government officials, public sector representatives
Professional associations: Chambers of commerce, trade associations, NGOs

AFIF2015 structure / topics:
1.

23 November 2015 (Monday)
Pre-conference training/workshop (1 day) – addressed to African entrepreneurs.
For this year edition, EMRC is planning to organize a practical Pre-conference workshop
opened to a limited number of participants, where they will have the opportunity to
discuss with other entrepreneurs and finance experts / consultants their projects.
Participants will need to register in advance and prepare specific documents that will be
provided by EMRC.
Target participants: Ongoing start-ups with a track record & Entrepreneurs that are
looking for investors in their businesses.
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2.

24-25-26 November 2015 (Tuesday-Wednesday-Thursday)
Conference (2,5 days) with plenary and parallel sessions

Plenary Sessions: On Access to Finance (topics under discussion)
Developing an efficient and diversified financial sector in Africa
Addressing the Missing Middle gap in Africa
The role of IFIs, DFIs, Foundations on Access to finance
Strengthening the capacities of commercial financial institutions
Private Equity & Venture Capital
Innovative solutions to improve Access to finance
Providing non-financial services and technical support for a sustainable access to finance
Social Impact Funds
Mobilizing Finance & Investment for SMEs
Promoting South-South / North-South Trade
Showcasing key sectors for development in Africa (topics currently under discussion with
different partners): Renewable Energies; Health; Agribusiness; Infrastructure
Parallel Sessions:
Innovative approaches to financing key sectors (with the participation of Investors and
Entrepreneurs from each specific sector):
Agribusiness
Infrastructure & Renewable Energy
Health
HEALTH Session: The parallel Session on Health will be organized in collaboration with
BlueCloud Healthcare
Structure of each parallel Session:
2h30 per parallel Session
Global presentation of the Trends in the sector
Presentations by:
Investor(s) – Organization(s) that are investing in the Sector, presentation of
specific Funds;
Banks/ Local Financial Institutions – that are “Fund receivers” and looking for
projects to invest
Project Developers – Companies that can showcase their activities / best practices
3.

Pre-arranged B2B – business meetings:
(Sessions of 2h30 for two afternoons)
This is a platform for participants to forge partnerships. Around 600-700 meetings are
either pre-arranged or organized on spot during the two afternoons.

4.

Networking events:
Welcome cocktail on the eve of the event
Coffee breaks & lunches in the conference venue (at the host’s facilities or elsewhere)
Networking & Gala Dinner: preferably outside the conference venue
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5.

AFIF Award 2015:
For this year edition EMRC is planning to announce a competition opened only for those
attending the 2015 edition of AFIF – the “AFIF Award”. The Award will recognize the
contribution of a financial institution, consulting group or individual working to enhance
the flow of funds to the missing middle.

AFIF2015 Speakers
Among the already confirmed Key Note Speakers there will be Honourable Lord Paul Boateng,
former British High Commissioner to South Africa between 2005 and 2009.
The Rt Hon Lord Paul Boateng (Baron Boateng of Akyem Wembley), a
Barrister of Grays Inn, having completed a four year term as British
High Commissioner to South Africa (2005 - 2009), was elevated to the
Peerage in June 2010. He has 30 years’ experience in public life in the
law, politics and diplomacy. He was, until he stepped down to take the
post of High Commissioner in 2005, a Member of Parliament (1987 –
2005), and he served as a Cabinet Minister, and Chief Secretary to the Treasury under Tony Blair.
He was appointed to the Joint House of Lords House of Commons Standing Committee on the
National Security Strategy in June 2014.
He has an extensive knowledge of Africa, where he spent much of his childhood, worked on
African issues as a Vice Moderator of the World Council of Churches Programme to Combat
Racism, and was active in the Anti-Apartheid Movement. He was the then UK Prime Minister
Tony Blair’s Special Representative to Africa, during the work of the Africa Commission 20042005. He gave the keynote address at the request of the State Government at the Kuramo
Conference 2010 in Lagos, on lessons of the Global Financial Crisis and the Implications for Africa
and the Global Economy. He was a UNECA resource person and panelist at the African Finance
Ministers Meeting 2012 in Addis Ababa. He is a frequent writer, broadcaster, and public speaker
in Europe, Africa and the US on the development, financial and governance aspects of
globalisation. He is a Trustee of the International (Duke of Edinburgh’s) Youth Award, a Global
Board member for Food for the Hungry, and the Planet Earth Institute – a charity promoting
sustainable development through Higher Education, as well as Co-Chair of the Africa Intellectual
Property Trust.

About EMRC
An international organization based in Brussels promoting Africa’s sustainable development
through the growing of business partnerships and the support to its private sector. To achieve this
EMRC initiates business events, forums, training programmes, economic and trade missions.
In order to achieve its mission, EMRC initiates and organizes the following:
1. Africa Finance & Investment Forum – AFIF
Recent editions include:
AFIF 2014 – hosted at DEG Headquarters, with BNDES, EIB, ICD, Afreximbank, others;
AFIF 2013 – organized in Geneva with the support of ITC, IFC, Afreximbank, others;
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AFIF 2012 – took place in Utrecht, hosted and organized in collaboration with Rabobank;
AFIF 2011 – organized in Lisbon, in the framework of the AfDB's Annual Meetings;
AFIF 2009 – held at the ABN AMRO Bank in Amsterdam, in partnership with FMO;
AFIF 2008 – took place at the Credit Agricole headquarters in Paris;
2. AgriBusiness Forum – attracts 450 decision makers annually, from the private and public
sectors. First launched in Europe, it moved to Africa in 2009, with each edition revolving
around a core theme tackling the challenges and opportunities in Africa’s agro-food sector.
Hosted by the local government, partners include FAO, Rabobank, UNDP and others.
Agribusiness Forum 2015 will take place on 22-25 March 2015 in Kinshasa, hosted by the DRC
government.
3. Trade and economic missions – addressed to small groups of African private and public sector
decision makers, these are country visits that consist of site visits, exchange of knowledge and
meetings with local entrepreneurs, aimed at promoting inter-regional relations.
4. Tailor-made business events & training sessions –organized following EMRC members’
requests and prepared with specialized experts, these are held in Europe and around Africa

EMRC President
Elected EMRC President in January 2014 Prof. Monty Jones is one of the 100
most influential scientists in the world (Time magazine), recipient of the
prestigious FAO World Food Prize and special adviser to the President of
Sierra Leone. Executive Director of FARA (Forum for Agricultural Research in
Africa) until 2013, Jones won the 2004 World Food Prize for his discovery of
the genetic process to create NERICA (New Rice for Africa), giving higher
yields, shorter growth cycles and more protein than its Asian & African
parents, thus creating savings for many African governments. While at FARA,
Jones mobilized key decision makers including NEPAD, African Union and major investors to work
together towards the achievement of Africa’s vision.

For more information please contact:
Idit Miller, MD & VP or Inês Bastos, Sr Programme Manager
im@emrc.be or ib@emrc.be
Web: www.emrc.be
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